[Effects of activin and follistatin on FSH receptor mRNA expression of cultured Shao duck granulosa cells].
The aim of this study was to investigate the action of activin and follistatin either alone or in combination on FSH receptor mRNA expression. The results showed that activin alone increased FSH receptor mRNA level in the presence or absence of FSH in cultured granulosa cells, and the stimulating effect of activin on FSH receptor level was dose-dependent. This effect of activin was inhibited by FSP treatment which alone had no effect on FSH receptor expression. From the results, it can be concluded that activin and follistatin both exert autocrine actions on granulosa cells, and the two factors, possibly by regulating FSH receptor expression, may play important roles in follicular development.